
 

 

                                                                                            
National, Southern Sectional and State Regulations are fully applicable at all levels of play.  There will be no authorization to 
modify or change regulations by players, captains, or local coordinators. 
 
 

USTA LEAGUE TENNIS/ META 
ADULT/SENIOR LOCAL LEAGUE RULES 2011 

 
 

1. USTA MEMBERSHIP: Every player must be a USTA member with a valid membership thru June 2011. To join or 
renew membership with the USTA, please log on to the TennisLink Program by going to the following websites: 
www.meta-web.org, www.tennesseetennis.com, or www.usta.com.   

 
2. META MEMBERSHIP:  Every player must be a META member (single $15; family $20). Players may obtain a 

META application online at www.meta-web.org.  Additionally, every player must register with TennisLink, this fee 
includes a local league fee of $9, an $8 state league fee and a $3 user fee for a total of $20 per person paid 
online through TennisLink. 

 

3. COMPUTER RATINGS/SELF RATINGS:  Each player will use his/her most current Computer Rating (2008, 
2009, or 2010).  Players who do not have a computer rating on file in TennisLink shall self-rate in accordance with 
the National Rating Program (NTRP) Guidelines and complete the self-rating process on TennisLink when 
registering for a team.  Failure to do so or omission of information regarding a player’s tennis history will subject 
the player, the captain and/or others who condoned inaccurate self-rating to sanctions and disqualification.  

 
4. LEVELS OF PLAY:  Adult NTRP levels are 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, 5.0, and 5.5 for men’s and women’s teams. 

Senior NTRP levels offered are 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, and 4.5 for men’s and women’s teams.  Teams must maintain a 
minimum of 60% of their players at designated NTRP level. The following NTRP levels will play their local league 
at Tennessee State League Championship: adult 2.5 men, 5.0 men, 5.0 women, 5.5 men, and 5.5 women.  These 
levels must meet the Tennessee State League deadline of May 1, 2011, for team registration.  Teams may add 
players up to two weeks before championship. 

      5.   CAPTAIN’S DUTIES: 

• Please register your team via TennisLink.  Deadline is March 07, 2011 -- must be a valid team.  A valid team 
consists of a minimum of 8 players for Adult teams and 6 players for Senior teams. Use the  following format for 
registering your team on TennisLink: State/Local League/Captain’s last name (i.e. TN/META/Patrick) 

• Names should be spelled the same as on the USTA card on all rosters and scorecards. 
• Keep players informed of match times, changes, and location of matches 
• Last day to add a player to your team is May 15, 2011. 
• Captains are responsible for their players, team administrative matters, and representation of their team in league 

matters. 
 

6. MATCH PLAY.  All players are to report 15 minutes prior to playing time. Captains are to turn in lineups five                                                                 
minutes before starting of match. Any player who is placed in the lineup but has not paid the membership and registration 
fees prior to playing will be defaulted.  Any Player not present when the lineup is turned in must be placed in a 
defaulting position (#2 singles or #3 doubles). 
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7.   Match Line Up:  Per Southern Regulations 2.01(C)5a—In the event of illness, injury, disqualification, or no-show of a 

player prior to the start of an individual match (once the lineup has been exchanged), a team may substitute a player 
in the affected within the 15 minute default time, using a player not already listed on the lineup.  If such substitution 
cannot be made, the affected position will be forfeited.  If a player is substituted that player will have a 5 minute warm 
up.  Matches will be placed on the court in the order of match play:  #1 singles first, #2 singles second, #1 doubles 
third, #2 doubles fourth, and #3 doubles last. 

    
 
8.  MATCH FORMAT:  All matches will be the best of two sets and a Set Tiebreaker shall be used at 6-all in each of the 

first two sets.  In lieu of a third set, a Match Tiebreaker shall be played. Both Tiebreakers will be played by the Coman 
Tiebreaker procedure.  The Coman Tiebreaker is no different than a regular tiebreaker, except that the players switch 
ends after one point, and then every four points thereafter.  This assures that a server in doubles will serve on the 
same side that he/she has been serving on for the whole set.  It also eliminates a six-point swing if the conditions 
favor a specific side (due to strong wind or difficult sun conditions).   There will be a two-minute set break at the end of 
each set with no coaching.  The tiebreaker shall be scored as 1 set and 1 game for tiebreak procedures in the event 
of a tie.  Scoring in the event of a default, forfeit or disqualification shall be 6-0, 6-0. 

 
9. PLAYER LIMIT:  The limit of players on a team will be 16 players for Adults and 14 players Seniors. Teams must be 
able to qualify all players on the team roster. Adults and Seniors must play at least two (2) matches to qualify to advance 
to the State Championship.   Play on two (2) teams of the same level is prohibited unless one team is Adult and one is 
Senior.        
 
10.  PLAYERS WHO PLAY ON TWO TEAMS:  Players who play on two (2) different levels of Adult/Senior League teams 
may advance to the State Championship on both teams, but must qualify separately for each team he/she plays on to          
advance with that team.    Players may advance to the State Championship on a total of (2) Adult/Senior teams. 
  
11.  ONE TEAM RULE:  The deadline to register a team will be extended by two weeks for any level that has only one 

team.  
         
 

 12.  NUMBER OF MATCHES:   
 
 
 
TEAMS MATCHES       FORMAT 

2 7 7 matches 
3 8 Triple round robin 
4 9 Triple round robin 
5 12 Triple round robin 
6 10 Double round robin 
7 12 Double round robin 
8 14 Double round robin 
9 8 Single round robin 
10 12 Triple round robin (two flights) w/playoff 
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13. TWO TEAM RULE:  Players will be allowed to play on two teams of different levels within a division (Adult and/or 

Senior) in the META Adult/Senior  local league and must qualify separately for each team he/she plays on to advance 
with that team.  However, there will be no adjustments in the schedule for players playing on two teams at two 
different levels.  In the event that both teams win the local league, players can advance to State Championships on 
both teams; players must qualify separately for each team he/she plays on to advance with that team.      

 
14. REPORTING SCORES:  Captains are responsible for keeping match scores.  The winning team captain is 

responsible for reporting the teams match scores in TennisLink within 48 hours of the completion of the match.  If 
scores are not reported, the local league coordinator will contact the captains and report the scores. 

 
 
15. LEAGUE SEASON:  Adult and Senior matches will be played beginning March 19, 2011 and will be played on 

weekends and some weeknights and will end June 05, 2011.  If there is a change in location, the Local League 
Coordinators will notify captains of new location at least 3 days in advance via email.  Once the official schedule 
has been posted on TennisLink, no matches will be changed or rescheduled. 

16. STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS:  If the winning team at any level of Local League competition is unable to advance to the 
State Championship, the Local League Coordinators may select the second place team for such further competition.  
All players advancing to the 2011 Tennessee State Adult/Senior League Championships will be charged twenty-five 
dollars ($25) per person.  Captains are to turn in one check to the Local League Coordinators for all teams advancing 
to the Tennessee State Adult/Senior League Championship.  Checks must be turned in prior to the State 
Championship. Checks are to be made out to USTA Tennessee. There will be NO REFUNDS. 

17. TENNIS ETIQUETTE:  There shall be no signals, verbal instruction or coaching from a team member, coach, or 
spectator to a player during a USTA/META Adult/Senior League match (when a player walks on the court, the no 
coaching rule applies).  Remember Tennis Etiquette when watching or playing a match. Rudeness to annoy an 
opponent as a way to alter the momentum of a match is considered bad etiquette.  There will be no alcoholic 
beverages permitted at any USTA/META Adult/Senior league matches or functions. 

   18. FORFEITS:  If a captain knows ahead of time he/she will forfeit an entire team match, they must notify the Local 
League Coordinators and the opposing team captain.  Once a captain has forfeited his/her entire team match and has 
contacted the League Coordinators and the opposing team captain, it becomes final.  If a team forfeits an entire 
team match and that forfeit affects the outcome of the local league, then all matches played by the forfeiting 
team will be removed from the standings.  

 
19. INCLEMENT WEATHER:  In case of inclement weather (i.e. rain, winds or temperature below 45 degrees), the 

Local League Coordinator will determine inclement weather postponements.  In case of bad weather have your 
players present unless you have been notified by the Local League Coordinator. In the event that rain or inclement 
weather forces the cancellation and rescheduling of a team match, substitutions may be made in any individual 
matches which had not begun. Points awarded for forfeits during the original written lineup exchanged will stand.  All 
players involved in such forfeits cannot participate in the rescheduled match.  Forfeits offered verbally prior to the 
original written lineup exchange are nullified when the match is rescheduled due to inclement weather.   

 
20. INCLEMENT WEATHER RESCHEDULING:  If a match is postponed due to weather conditions, the captains 

have 48 hours to exchange lineups and 10 days to make-up the entire match.  If the match is not completed 
for every court, all unfinished matches are automatically scheduled for the first Saturday after the 10 days at 
6pm.  The Local League Coordinators will advise the affected captains of the rescheduled time and place by email.  
Postponements that occur the last weekend of league play will be scheduled immediately by the Local League 
Coordinators. 
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21. TENNIS BALLS:  Balls will be furnished by META and must be returned to the local league coordinator.  (The old 

balls will be used to assist other programs.) 
 

21. GRIEVANCES:  All grievances filed will follow National Regulation procedures.  See section 3.00 of the 2011 National 
Regulations.  Grievances will be processed (but not acted on), through the Local League Coordinators.     

 
22. COMMITTEES:  Listed below are the people appointed by the META Board of Directors to serve on the Grievance 

Committee and Grievance Appeal Committees. If an appearance of a conflict occurs, the Chairman of each 
committee will appoint a replacement. 

 
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE:              Bob Mitchell, Chairperson 

Steve Brooks 
Betty Cremins 

 
GRIEVANCE APPEAL COMMITTEE:   Jim Rosenmeier, Chairperson  

    Margie Katras 
     Jennifer Keller 
 

23.   LOCAL LEAGUE COORDINATORS:  Listed below are the contact numbers and email addresses for the Local 
League Coordinators: 

 
Mark and Vicki Laughters 
Local League Coordinators 
USTA Adult/Senior League Tennis/META    

                                                                 Cell: (423) 329-8525 or (423) 367-1099 
 E-Mail:  tennis.lovers@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

                                                                


